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PILGRIMS’
PROGRESS

By Doug Irving

DALY SREERL

alvin Cahoon néver gavc muchy
‘ thought to the PUgHms. never &
looked beyond the stal. lines it
read inschoolbooks arthe black hus
hecutoutof paper.  § :
But then his aunt approsched him
with a box stuffed withbirth ¢ rificates
and wills, all written In the feathery
cursive of long ago. *You' :cally be
surprised,” she tald him, “&t «ho vour
ancesiors are.”
The old records trneed a pih sumight
back through the generations
Andithere, at o branch In the fam-
Uy tree, Cahoon was surprscd o find
three Pllgrims who looked Rothing ke

the faceless ghosts he had <udigd in
school.

Cahoon is 56 years old, lives in Tor-
rance and leads the local Society of
Mayllower Descendents. Centuries ago,
his relatives survived anocean crossing,
survived the deadly cold of that first
winter, and sat down one fall day to a
leastoldeer and wild bird to give thanks
for itall.

“It's pretty special, | guess” Cahoon
sald. “But it's not like 1 went out and
did anything, It just kind of happens to
you”

Cahoon comes from a long line of
fishermen and sea captains. He sells

{nsurance in Hermosa Beach, but he

has the sturdy build of a shipper anda =

lnughthatrumbles fromhischest,
formal title is governor of the Los. L

Angeles colony of Mayflower dﬂt




PILGRIMS: To local man, it’s become more than buckled shoes and black hats

| - FROM PAGEAT ii
dents, a club that hes about 330 members

The membershlp application has the name ]
of m Pilgrim at the top, the applicant’s names REBding some of the _ i

ai the bottom, and space to il in all the gen :
erations in between. accounts of the joumey, |

Cahpon keeps an acryle painting in his E - i1
kdichen u:ri'ﬂm};h':la}'ﬂm'-tr running before a maz:n, i WHS_"-" T'—'ll-lgh ride. | | 7
|  sunrise, its three masts setagainst a sherbet don't 'EIJI'I'I|]|E||r| ".IU‘hEn | have =t
| sky. He has a kKt to bulld a Mayflower In to sit on i =1
a bonle waitlng on the workbench in his an airplane. b=
srudy. i
| He no Jun,h-,ﬂ EI-'F'I-II-H“H!i the Pilgrims in _g.
theirbuckled hate and frock collars, He sevs b1 ] | =
.{
=

thiem more as survivors, probahbly dirty and
sv:mﬁ leaving behind everything they had ok
SVER KnowT, — CALVIN |

Thoy crossed the ocean packed Into the governor ol the Los Argeles colony !
hull of the Mayflower that would fit easily of Mayfiower descerdents '
within the infield of o baseball diamond. |
There were 102 of them when they landed;
half would dic In the snow and ice of their
Hrst New England winter,

Tt was hell” Cahoon says. “Oh yeah, it Cahoon's ancestors, a gl named Eliza-
wasn't an easy (rip. Reading some of the beth Tilley. She was 13 fﬁn old when she
accounts of the journey, I mean, it was & climbed aboard with her parents, They bath
rough ride. I don E:-umpluln-..‘-hm Thavew died that first winter, leaving her an orphan Torrance resident Calvin Cahoon enjoyed Thanksgiving even befior
sit an an airplane. in the New World. tors who came to North America with other Pilgrims on the Ma

—

Cahoon can count 13 generations back In Years later, Ellzabeth married o youn
gt[:f:,lnﬂ.‘rrmiunﬂrm NEEr names mnmnnhuhldmldnhuw;nlhg ’
hnﬂm Sp He Hmrgus: Wlnhn;l’:d:t:ndmlirde mare "You can have a pride;” Cahoon sald. “Bi I
been ccancering : B servant w stepped onto the  th wwiul people out ther
Hopkins had traveled to Virginia belore,  ship, i ’ Mﬁaﬁﬁumﬁ%%

Im[hudnlnnm:rndnlhlpwm:kdtﬂn; He lost his
7 €1 voyage mwup.‘ihup and fell overboard,
Nutkes, | L .-. 1 | -' ng o ﬂ- mm el =

footing diring o storm at sea it
bt to caich ._|||
hiuled to o
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